January

Let 6s Cel ebr at e!

ltés a new year! Did you celebrate the
blow a noisemaker?

Did you celebrate the second new day? The third, fourth, and fifth new days of

the year? No? Ar en6ftHmrnmeéN gta fydugaydBWhatp e c i

about Psalm 118:24: AThis is the day t

glad in it.o THE WORD
Sounds like silly hats and noi severnyadlyer s ¢

ltés easy to rejoice when hobuindichyasderon t |
when everyday | ife becomeséeveryday |ife
celebration, the hats and noisemakers usually get tossed in the trash. Often, along

fiEach morning |
with joy about your

with them goes the joy for rejoicing in the everyday days ahead. unfailing love
i Psalm 59:16

Thisyearcanbe di fferent. Forget the Al wonét

Year6s resolutions; try a new way of thi

something to rejoice about. It could be a beautiful sunrise, encouragement from a
friend, or an answered prayer. There are also the unexpected joys in everyday life,
like laughing with your family when you burn the rolls (again), a spontaneous smile
from a grouchy co-worker, or the friend who brings you chocolate on the
moderately worst day of your life.

THINK ABOUT IT

Today | can sing for joy
because:

Our sl ogan as Christians should be AJust
day God desires for us to see him at work in our lives. To catch a glimpse of God,

a fAGod si ght i ngnéssaflife, makes usestopeandyrejoie/in

his presence.

This year, makeanewcalendaro a fij oy for todayo cal end:
one thing (or more) you can rejoice about. And keep that silly hat where you can
see it to remind you to celebrate every day!
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Celebrate the Silly!

Did you know that January 3 is Fruitcake
Toss Day and Festival of Sleep Day? And
the 10th is Houseplant Appreciation Day?

According to internet
silly holiday for every day of the year. And

i f itds o,ltmdstbereal righte r
Well, maybe not, but at least we can keep
laughing all year! Especially if we

celebrate National Kazoo Day (January

28) or Squirrel Appreciation Day (January
21). (ltdés the middl ¢
squirrels need encouragement?)

Here are a few more silly holidays to add
to your Ajoy for tod

116 Step in a Puddle and Splash
Your Friends Day (Be nice!)

126 National Hat Day
136 Blame Someone Else Day
180 Winnie the Pooh Day

200 Penguin Awareness Day

260 Bubble Wrap Appreciation Day
270 Chocolate Cake Day
290 National Corn Chip Day

Everybody Eat Cake!

In honor of Chocolate Cake Day on January 27 (a well-known holiday to
Americans as well as internationally!) here is a fabulous recipe for a
yummy chocolate cake that is gluten-free, too. So there are no
excusesd everybody eat cake! (Recipe courtesy of glutenfreehomemaker.com)

Cherry Chocolate Cake

1% cup regular flour OR gluten-free flour mix
(available in most regular and natural grocery stores)
1 cup sugar

¥4 cup cocoa powder

1% teaspoons baking soda

1% teaspoons baking powder . W a
1 teaspoon salt

2 eggs, beaten %

1 can (21 ounces) cherry pie filling ‘; '

1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 teaspoon almond extract
1 cup boiling water

Mix the dry ingredients together

in a large bowl. Add the eggs,

pie filling, and extracts. Mix in

the boiling water, stirring gently.
Pour into a gre.
pan. Bake for 30-35 minutes at
350 degrees. Top with

powdered sugar, and enjoy!

Time Out for Fun

I t &@tionaNHobby Month, so you have permission to lay aside the to-
do list for one day and spend time doing something you enjoyd quilting,
photography, crafts, cooking, reading. Even taking a nap can be a
hobby! Need a new idea for a hobby? Here are a few not-so-ordinary
suggestions (comments added) from the website notsoboringlife.com:

0 we darsnove dalf this@ hadbby!)

A Dumpster-Diving (Only for fearless treasure hunters with the
right gear!)

A People-Wat chi ng

A Pyrotechnics (Are there community classes for this?)

A Geocaching (One of the newest and most popular hobbies
for all ages!)

A Tea-Tasting (Preferably with a good scone!)
A Yo-yoing (With a real yo-yo, not about decisions you have to make!)

A Building a House for Habitat for Humanity (What a great idea!)
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Book Review
God Sightings: The One Year Bible

(available in NIV or NLT translations)

Catch a glimpse of God every day for the rest of the year!

Revitalize your Bible reading this year, and experience

the power of Godds Word each day
from the Old Testament, New Testament, Psalms, and

Proverbs. Discover the amazing ways God expresses the

truth found in the Bible to the world around you and in

your own life. Read, meditate, and then celebrate the

God sightings he will reveal to you every day.

Invite your family and friends to join you in reading the
Bible in a year, and share your God sightings as you
journey together!

God Sightings: The One Year Bible is available at
Christian bookstores or online at Amazon.com,
Christianbook.com, or group.com. Additional God
Sightings resources for small groups can be found

vag}: at group.com.

Internet Review

Internet Café Devotions

m‘romc,f@a,ﬁg ' 9’{,
devotions

Grab a seat, and let the counter baristas at Internet Café
i AaE f’;h‘,o'j’gﬁ’j;z“;‘;,f;,;tejuc,,;n e B Devotions serve your daily cup of inspiration!
| BN s cimotcomion commumey ek omaso o
Cafe = ourcounter orstes o seing i wesk D o nwiaste time on the internet this year; make the
' . Bible Study Counter sea most of it by connecting to daily inspiration for your
{,% of comfort } hdasastad everyday life. At Internet Café Devotions, they have just
tis Fwhere fhe heatng Segr the right blend to help you grow in your relationship with
— 1 el v Ans D God and his Word. Youo6ll connect
'}m : ' " Mo it team of women sharing devotional specialties from their
P r etal l'ife, along with Scripture |
Q@ e ||| you to savor.
Thirsty? Grab your empty cup, and join the gals at

the Café for your favorite inspirational flavor! Head to
internetcafedevotions.com, where

to fill your cup via e-mail, Facebook, or Twitter.
m‘romoT@aJ]Ke !Q’f/ ;

inspiring WOMeIL to develop a deefe Cationship
with Jesus (finist through the daily interaction oc’— rod's (A ohdl

| TEENY footin Cioctomion vy tctems W Dot ooooms sy T

Loal]c It s

] Bible Study Counter s

endorsement. Our prayer is that you will make informed decisions on what you see, read, and listen to.

"Pouring God's Word in, to LIVE Ged's Word out”
{ru,é mp cn m{’ 0 ,{} S —
The Daily Grind...the Dark Roast

E y “Finding Jesus in the Daily."
)
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ATasteof tZ S[e , %% Vv]vP (}&E t}u v

Mon ‘ Tue | D) Thurs Fri Sat
2 3 4] 5 6 v

s o o 1 13 14

Step in a Puddle and National Hat Day Blame Someone
Splash Your Friends Da Else Day
(be nice!)

15 16 17 20 21

Winnie the Pooh Day Penguin Awareness Da
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
Bubble Wrap Chocolate Cake Day

Appreciation Day

29 30

National Corn Chip Da; _
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